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BUSH FIRE BRIGADE VOLUNTEER — PETER CLEWS —
MEDAL OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.04 pm]: | would like to take this opportunity
to inform the house about a bush fire brigade volunteer, Mr Peter Clews, who has been awarded a Medal of the
Order of Australia. Mr Clews is a 60-year veteran volunteer with the Cowaramup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade,
and was announced by the Governor-General, Sir Peter Cosgrove, AK, MC, as part of the 2019 Queen’s Birthday
honours list. The Order of Australia is a prestigious honour in recognition of the outstanding and meritorious
service of individuals in our community. | am delighted to share with members the achievements of Mr Clews,
whom | had the honour of meeting shortly after | took on the emergency services portfolio. | presented him with
his Department of Fire and Emergency Services 60-year service medal, and had a great chat with him and his
children about his extraordinary service.

Mr Clews joined the Cowaramup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade in 1954, at 17 years of age, when the standard
equipment was a wet sack and a sturdy branch. He attended many incidents over his time and was elected president
of the brigade in 1997, and continues to hold that position. Mr Clews is actively involved in his community and
was instrumental in the establishment of the new fire station facility in Cowaramup, which was opened in
October 2012. During his many years of volunteering, Mr Clews attended countless fires and has always been
willing to assist wherever he could. After many years of active firefighting service, Mr Clews still attends hazard
reduction burns and gets vehicles and equipment ready for his brigade to turn out to incidents. As president,
Mr Clews leads by example and champions education and training, which includes routinely assisting with weekly
and monthly training of volunteers and mentoring new members. He visits schools to assist with educating children
on fire safety to make sure the next generation of our community is bushfire aware.

Mr Clews selflessly donates his time, skills and knowledge for the protection of his community, so it is fitting
and appropriate that he is nationally recognised for his exceptional dedication to his local community. | am
sure everyone in this house will join me in acknowledging Mr Clews as a well-deserving recipient of this
prestigious honour.
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